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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
4078. Mr W.R. Marmion to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) Can the Minister advise when the presence of the ‘dead-leg’, which formed part of the water supply ring 

main for Queen Elizabeth II Hospital, was first brought to the attention of the senior management team 
of the North Metropolitan Health Services (NMHS)? 

(2) Given that the ‘dead-leg’ section of the water supply ring main for the hospital had been in-active for 
some decades, had the North Metropolitan Health Service ever recommended to have it removed or shut 
off through its own internal maintenance and operational procedures, and if so, when was this advice last 
provided to senior management and why was it rejected? 

(3) Was Strategic Projects, who were managing the construction of the Perth Children’s Hospital, notified 
by NMHS about the presence of the ‘dead-leg’ prior to the contractor connecting the new hospital water 
system into the QEII ring main? 

(4) Can the Minister advise if the Department of Health made the contractor John Holland aware of the 
presence of the ‘dead-leg’ prior to connecting the new hospital water system into the QEII ring main? 

(5) When was lead first detected in the new Perth Children’s Hospital and in which particular sections of the 
reticulated water system, including storage tanks? 

(6) Did the Minister for Health, or anyone in his office, receive notification from the Department of Health 
about the presence of the ‘dead-leg’, and if so, when, and by whom? 

(7) Why was the ‘dead-leg’ shut off from the rest of the QEII ring main and on what date did this occur? 

(8) Who authorised the closing of the ‘dead-leg’ connection to the water ring main and on what advice? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 

(1) The presence of the ‘dead-leg’ was highlighted and brought to the attention of NMHS by Strategic Projects 
on the 24 September 2016. 

(2) It is not unusual to have such a ‘dead-leg’ installed for future site expansion although there are no records 
of the ‘dead-leg’ ever having been utilised. There are no maintenance requirements for the pipework and 
no recommendations were ever made to have the ‘dead-leg’ removed. The dead leg was never raised as 
an issue until the Perth Children’s Hospital (PCH) experienced an issue with water quality. 

(3) Site hydraulics drawings provided by NMHS on the commencement of the project indicate the presence 
of the ‘dead-leg’. 

(4) The communication protocol for the project was through Strategic Projects. Department of Health did not 
provide information directly to the contractor, John Holland. 

(5) Lead above the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines levels was first detected at PCH in six out of 
eight water samples taken from internal fixtures on 13 May 2016.  

(6) The Minister for Health received notification from the Department of Health about the presence of the 
‘dead-leg’ on 10 October 2016 via a joint Contentious Issues Briefing note (4-102282) from SP&AS and 
Environmental Health (DOH). This CIBN also formed part of the Legislative Assembly Paper 268 tabled 
in Parliament on 18 May 2017. 

(7) Approximately 54 metres of dead leg pipework was disconnected from the ring main and capped on 
29 September 2016 to remove any possible contamination risk. A physical separation has been installed 
between the dead leg and the incoming water supply. 

(8) The then acting Campus Facilities Manager endorsed the isolation and capping of the ‘dead-leg’ on 
advice received via Strategic Projects from ChemCentre and the Principal Building Surveyor 
Building Commission. 
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